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Presentation overview

• The nexus between Urban Design and 

Housing Affordability

• Some Bond SSD research & teaching 

activities in Housing Affordability



Housing Affordability: 
critical to Sustainable Cities

“A sustainable city enhances the

economic, social, cultural

and environmental well-being

of current and future generations.”

(International Centre for Sustainable Cities)



Urban Design

a collaborative interdisciplinary activity

that engages communities

In the production of

livable and sustainable

cities, suburbs, towns, precincts, streets.



Urban Design

Emphasis on interdisciplinary collaboration 

rather than the hero designer.

Emphasis on community engagement

rather than the urban designer.



If Urban Design is about 

making urban places...

“Who are cities for?  Cities are for people”
(Amos Rapoport 1990)

“The social bottom line of urban design”
(Sue McGlynn 1990)

The “ethical basis” of urban design
(Jon Lang 1994) 

Urban Design for people, not just urban design for urban designers



Sustainable Urban Places

Offering life chances & choices

to a wide range of people

We‟re not all the same
(eg young, old, singles, families, ability, capabilities, income)

Our needs change over time

(jupiterimages.com, somersetyouth, comstock)



Housing Affordability: 
critical to Sustainable Cities

Affordable housing is crucial to an ethic of 

Urban Design that seeks to meet the 

needs of the widest possible range of 

people within the society.



It‟s not (only) about the house

Housing is only one

– albeit major –

component of housing affordability

Transport is a major living expense
(image: slq.qld.gov.au)



Walkable Cities,

towns & suburbs

Density

Mixed use

Connected street patterns

Street oriented development

Critical mass for public transport



Walkable Cities,

towns & suburbs

Compact cities and 

centres

Critical mass for 

public transport

Density … and not just the old 

choice between sprawl and high-rise 



Housing Density
need not mean „sardine city‟

19th and 21st

century exemplars



Walkable Cities,

towns & suburbs

Mixed use

Connected street 
patterns

Street oriented 
development
•Old town centres

•KGUV

•Varsity Lakes



Sustainable communities:
Some Urban Design techniques

•Mixed use

•Mixed housing density

•„Active street frontages‟ 
(rather than blank walls & high fences)

•Mix of tenure 
(owners; renters; shared equity; co-ops 

& community tenures)

•Mix of housing 

affordability levels

•Flexible built & open 

spaces

•Affordable spaces for 

community groups

• Meeting places
(formal & informal)

•Local businesses

•Multipurpose places



Housing Affordability in

Bond Research & Teaching

Some Projects

Creating Inclusive Communities:

ensuring housing affordability

in inner city redevelopment. 

Presented to BICAC 2008



Housing Affordability in

Bond Research & Teaching

Some Projects

• 2009 Bond University, Mirvac, QCHC & 

Central Highlands Regional Council: 

Urban Design Framework for a sustainable 

extension to Emerald incorporating 

Affordable Housing for Council staff & other 

key workers.



Housing Affordability in

Bond Research & Teaching

Some Projects

• 2009 Professor George Earl Preliminary 

Review of Possible Commercial Investment 

into Indigenous Housing for QCHC/QAHC 

- Developed a financial model

- MSD Capstone students tested application of Model to an 

Alice Springs site


